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ZKENTIKO

O aeipvnoTtog NTivog AeBévTng vTripée piar dlokekpipévn Tpo-
OWTTIKOTNTO PHE AVEKTIPNTI OLVEIOPOPG OTNV KUTTPIOKK| KOIVW-
via. Qg mpbedpog Tou 16pvpaTog AeBévTn, o€ pia repiodo Trou
LTAPEE ATTOPACIOTIKNA YIO TNV EVPWTTAIKN TTopeitt TNG EAAGOOG
ka1 TnG Kotrpouv, avédeife Tov mOAITIOPS TOuG Ko d1eUKOALVE
Tnv évra&r Toug otnv Evpwraiky ‘Evewon. Aiebvidg avayvwpi-
opévn TPoowmKETNTA, SlopioTnke TO 1977 WG MOvipog
AvTitrpéowTog Tng UNESCO otnv KOTrpo kai epydoTnke pe
Ao yia TNV TTPOOTOCI TNG TOMTIOTIKHG KANPOVOMIGS TNS
Kbtrpou ko Tnv eravatrpoo€yyion Twv EAAnvokutrpiwv pe Toug
ToupkokuTrpiovg. To 1995, o NTivog Ae€vTng diopioTnke péAog
ToL XupPouvAiov Tou lMavemoTnpiov KoTrpou, To otroio Bprike
éva orovdaio, dNUIOLPYIKG Kol OEPVE CUPTTAPAOTATN. )G
pédog Tov XupPBouvAiov Tou MavemioTnpiov, o NTivog Agfévtng
oLVEPBaAe onpaVTIKG 0Tn BgpeAinon TS avaykaiog VAIKAG Ko
EMOTNHOVIKHG LTTOSOPNAS KAl OTNV ETTITELEN TWV OTEXWV TOL
MaveTioTNpiov, WOTE V& ATTOKTAOEI TO dpupa d1EBVA TTApOL-
ol OTOV ETMOTNHOVIKG XWPO.

>tov emikjdelo Tov Ntivou Agfévn, n Judith Herrin avépepe
XOPOKTNPIOTIKA: "Midovoe Afyo, xapoyeAovoe oAU kail TTpo€fn
o€ avopiBunTeg KOAEG pdi€els”. "HTav TroAvpaBg, KoAooLVGE-
TOG KO, TIPOTTAVTWY, OgpvOs. H ogpvoTnTa eivar pia Aé€n mou
KUPIOPXEN OTO KEIPEVD TTOL AVAPEPOVTOI OTNV TIPOOWTTIKOTN T
KOl OTOV XOPOKTHPO TOU.
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AvoryvwpiCovTag TNV QVeKTIUNTI TTPOOQPOPA TOU ONUAVTIKOTO-
TOL auTol avBpwToL, TTov aTefiwoe To 2002, n ZUYKANTOG
Tov lMavemmoTnuiov KOTrpou amropdoloe va KaBIepwoel ETAOIX
OIGAeEN €1G pvrApnV TOov, TTOL BA TTPAYHATOTIOIEITON TTEPT T
péoa Maiov, oTOo TAQICIO TWV ETIONHWV EOPTATHWDV TOU
MavemoTrpiov Kotrpou yia tnv Hpépa tng Evpwtng. O1 opi-
ANTEG, SIOKEKPIPEVES TTPOOWTTIKOTNTES, OO TTPOCKAAOLVTAI
oTtnv £5pa Tou MavetioTnpiov KOTTpou kol Tor Kefpevar Twv dia-
Aé€edv Toug Ba ekdidovTal oe €1d1k6 Tevxos. ‘ETol, TO
MavemioTApio Ba diarnprioel {wvtavy Kal o TIG TN PvApn
evég eumraTpidn Tng EvpdNg, TTou oLVETEIVE 600 Afyol OTNnV
TPG0O0 TOL AVAOTATOL TIVEVHATIKOU I6PUHATOG TNG I01AITEPNS
TaTPIdOG TOL.
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XAIPETIZMOX TOY INMPYTANH TOY
MANEIIZXTHMIOY KYIMPOY
KAOHIHTH XTAYPOY A. ZENIOY

EuXopIoTWOVTAG 00G €K HEPOLS TNG TTAVETTIOTNHIOKAS KOIVOTN-
TOG, TTOL €XETE £POEl ATIOPE €6, YIO VA YIOPTAOOULHE HOdi TV
Huépa tng Eupwdtng, evBupolpevor Tov NTivo Agfévtn, emi-
TPEYPTE HOU VO 0OG KOAWOOPIOW HE £Va ATTOOTTAOPA OO TO
€pyo «AlavooUpevol kai E§ovaion Tou MNoAaioTiviov akadnpai-
koU Edward W. Said:

To {nToUuevo dev eivan n Goknon KPITIKAG €11 TNG KLUPBEPVNTI -
KNG ToAITIKG. AAAG n avTiAnpn TnG KAiong Touv 81avooUuE -
VOU WG KATAOTOONG OLVEXOUG ETTIPUACKHS KOl SIAPKOUG ETTI -
Bupiag, va unv emTpaTel OTIG HIOEG AAOEIES KO TIG ‘KOIVAG
TOPASESEYUEVEG” ATTOYEIG VOl CUUTTAPAOUPOLY TOUG avOpW) -
TOUG.

‘OTtav n X0ykAnTog KaBi€pwoe TpIv amd Tpia xpovio Thv
Etioio AiGAeén eig Mvijpnv Ntivou AeBévTn, eixe PePaing
LTTOYN TNS TNV aTTédooN TIPAS TTPOG TOV ETTITUXNHEVO ETTIXEI-
pnHoTia, Tov evAITONTO TTEPIBAAAOVTOAGYO KOl TOV OIPXITEKTO-
va TNG TPooArg Tov ToAITIopoU Tng KOTrpou, Tov GvBpwTro
oV LTTNPETNOE TO MNavemoTAPIO aTTé TNG BPLOKG ToL HEXPI
TOV MPOwWPOo BAVATS TOL WG O TPOOTATNS TNG EpegvvnTikAg
Movébdag ApxaioAoyiag, 0 EPTIVELOTAG TWV EPEVVNTIKWV TTPO-
YPOHPGTWV Tou [6pUpaTog AeBEVTN, O PIAGVOPWTTOG TTOV OTH-
p1&e pé€AnN ToL TTPOCWTIIKOV 0€ SVOKOAEG OTIYHES.

[7]



TPITH ETHZIA AIAAEZH EIZ MNHMHN NTINOY AEBENTH

AN, kupiwg, N ocip& Twv SICAEEEWV — TTOL TTPOOPEPOVTA
a6 SIOKEKPIHEVOUG OTOXOAOTEG OTTO TOV TTAYKOOHIO XWPO TWV
ETIOTNHWOV, TWV TEXVOV, TWOV OPNOKEIOV | TNG TTOMTIKAG —
amoTeAel TNV avTaTrokpion pog oTn gwvh Tou NTivou AgévTn.
O oTroiog pog O0pICe TTAVTOTE, pE AfYEG TTIPOCEKTIKG ETTIAEYHE-
VEG Ppaoelg, TNV LPNAR aTTOOTOAR TOL MNAVETIOTNHIOL WS TOU
TPWTOV AVATATOU EKTTAIOEVTIKOV 16PUHATOG TNG XWPaS. Ko
LTTOdEIKVLE TIG BOPIEG POG EVOUVES EVOVTI TNG KUTTPIGKAS KOI-
VWVIOG.

Mo ) QeTivi] S1GAeEN £xoupE TTPOOKOAETEI TOV GVOPWTTO TTOU
pe afloCAAev TN OLVETTEIQ, OTTAVIO BAPPOG KOl OTAAGVTELTN
EVTIHOTNTA EVOGPKWVEI TOV KPITIKG SIAVOOUHEVO TNG €TTOXNAS
paG 600 KavEVag GAN0G. Tov YvwoTS 0TOXOOTH KOl SIOKEKPIPE-
vo emoTtipova Noam Chomsky. Tov otroio kai euxapioTd
Beppa IO TNV €8 TTApOLGTIA TOU.

H emloyr] Tov ovuykekpipévouv opiAnTh yio Tnv Tpitn ETRoI
A16AeEN avadeikviel Tov péAo Tov KOAeiTal var SiadpapaTioel
To MavemoThipio yia TN 81k pag koivwvio: O Noam Chomsky
atroTeAel, 0g TOYKOOpIO eTTiTredo, LTTOOEIYPO OLPTTEPIPOPAS!
To o1roio, wg MaveTIoTAIO, ETTIOIOKOVHE VO VIOBETHTOVE.

‘Otav o Noam Chomsky mraparnpei 6Ti 1 eTMAEKTIKA KATOTTOAE-
pNON TNS TPOHOKPATIOG EVOPXNOTPWVEI HE GKPATO KUVIOHO TNV
Goknon Biog Twv SUTIKWV XWPWV, i} XapakTnpilel Tov péAo Twv
pé€owv PadIKAG EVNHEPWONG OTIG PIAEAEVBEPEG ONHOKPATIEG WG
HNXOVIOHOUS KOTOOKEVAS TNG KOIVHG YVWHNG KAl HETATTOMONS
NG og ovvaiveon, | vrepaoTieTal To dikaiwpa Tov FGAAoL
kaOnNynTH Forison 6Tmwg ekppadel eEAeVBepa TIG OKPAIES, OHOAO-
Youpévws, B€0¢€Ig Tou ... dev emidnTel TNV GOKNOTN KPITIKAG £TT{
oTroIa0OATTOTE TTOMITIKAG. AAAG, TTIOIOKEI OTTWG PWTIOEI TN
OLXVG TTOPAYVWPIOHEVN TPITN HIGOTOON TOL KGBE BEPATOS.
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XAIPETIZMOZ TOY NPYTANH

Kol epeig, 6tav vmepaom{OHOOTE TNV OUTOVOHIX TOUL
MMavetrioTNHiov TNG XWPOS, AVTIOTEKOHEVOI OTOV TTEPIOPIOHS
TNS PE VOHOBETIKEG pLBIOEIS, | kaBopiloupe KPITAPIA EI0O0XNAS
@oITNTWV oL dIaoPaAifovv Tov péAo Tou lMavetioTnpiov
Kotrpou wg kévrpou apioTeiag, | LTTOdEIKVOOLHE OTI TA TIPO-
YPGHHOTO OTTOLOWV OeV TTPOCPEPOVTAI HE PHOVO KPITAPIO TNV
ayopd& epyooiog dev emdnTolpe TNV GOKNON KPITIKAS. AAG,
QVTOTTOKPIVOPOOTE OTOV POAO HOG WG 1 CWKPATEIC GAOYSHUYX
NG TéANG, N oTroiat TTPOKaAEel, TTPoPANpaTICel Kau e106&yel ‘Kava
daipgévia’ oTNV Kolvwvia HOG.

‘Otav avTIAéyoupe i} BETOUPE EVOXANTIKG EPWTHPOTA O dnpo-
o10 emitredo, T6TE aKOAOLBOUPE TNV KAION TOL SIAVOOLHEVOL
OTTwG BPioKETAI 08 KATAOTOAON OLVEXOUG ETTIPUACKNAS, YIO VO
pNV ETITPOTTEN OTIG «HIOEG OARBEIEGH KO TIG KKOIVWG TTAPOdE-
OEYHEVEGY OTTOYPEIG VO CUPTTAPACUPOLY TNV KOIVWVIO! HOG.

TéTe yivépaoTte ovvodoitrépol Tou Noam Chomsky, Tov otroio
Oa TIpRoOLHE ABPIO ATTOVEPOVTES TOL Tov TITAO Tov ETriTipou
AibékTopa Tou MavetioTnpiov Kotrpou, Kai 0 o1roiog Hag TIHG
ammépe pe TNV 6w TTOPoLOIa TOL.

AKOAOLOWVTOG pE CLUVETTEIDN TOV BVOKOAO OpSHO Tou diavoou-
pévou @iAodoolpe, 6TTwG To €06e0e 0 peYGAOS PIOOTTAOTNS
OTOXOOTHAS, V& YIVOUHE «TTAPAYOVTEG NOIKAGH KOl OXI KUTTNPETES
NS e&ovaiagy.

TigoUpe TéTE pe Epya, Kot 6XI HOVO peE AGYIQ, TOV OTTOYIVE TIH-
pevo, Tov agipvnoTo NTivo AgBévTn.
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INTRODUCTION TO NOAM CHOMSKY
BY DR KLEANTHES K. GROHMANN,
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR
OF THEORETICAL LINGUISTICS

| believe I can speak for the entire academic and administrative
community of the University of Cyprus stating that it is a great
honour for us to welcome Professor Noam Chomsky, Institute
Professor at MIT in Cambridge, Massachusetts, to present this
year’s Leventis Lecture, the third lecture in memory of Dino
Leventis.

As the Courtauld Institute of Arts put it in its spring 2003
newsletter, Dino Leventis — who unfortunately passed away a year
before my wife Joy and | moved to Cyprus — "oversaw a wide-
ranging programme of support for education, research,
conservation, and publication." And "although the principal areas of
support focus on Hellenic history and culture, the Foundation can
look back on achievements in other areas as well," which we might
describe here as ‘humanistic’. And humanistic, Noam Chomsky
certainly is — in more than one sense of the meaning of the word.

To some, Noam Chomsky is known as a linguist, the founder of
generative grammar and instigator of the ‘cognitive revolution’ in
the mid-1950s and the subsequent development of the
biolinguistic approach to human language, which gave rise to the
interdisciplinary study of cognitive science and its creation as an
academic discipline. We will hear more about this tomorrow, when
the University of Cyprus is going to award Professor Chomsky with
an honorary doctorate.
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To many people, however, Noam Chomsky is known for quite
different achievements. Ever since the 10-year-old Noam Chomsky
wrote an editorial in his school newspaper of the fall of Barcelona
in the Spanish Civil War some 67 years ago, he has been a keen
observer of current political events and social injustices, and has
put them to paper or made himself heard in many other ways. It is
this part of Noam’s life that appeals to many — his outspokenness,
his continuous fight for the disadvantaged, his honest and rigorous
research and dismantling of fact and fiction in the media, in
political discourse and action, and in intellectual thought.

As human beings, we can count ourselves fortunate to have had
people like Noam Chomsky as fighters on the humanistic forefront
in the difficult second half of the 20th century, and even more so
in the beginnings of a rather strange 21st century. There is simply
too much to say about Noam'’s activist life to squeeze into the five
or ten minutes | have to introduce him, so | will simply present
three of my favourite Chomskyan catch phrases.

® "Manufacture of Consent" — Originally coined by the early
20th-century US liberal Walter Lippmann, the title of the 1988
book by Noam Chomsky and Edward Herman, and employed
in the documentary Manufacturing Consent by two Canadian
filmmakers from the early 1990s, the notion of "manufacturing
consent" is closely tied to Noam Chomsky’s active role as
media commentator and analyst as well as sniffer-outer of non-
violent state and media propaganda, within the United States
but also outside.

® "Culture of Terrorism" — Personally, | construe this phrase,
also the title of one of Noam’s books from 1988, with many
aspects of US foreign policy and world hegemony, be it in
Central America as in the mid—1980s or in other parts of the
world, including the US itself. Noam’s unyielding efforts in
__uncovering these facts and acts is in itself an admirable
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achievement. Shockingly, this kind of activity is necessary even
today, 15 years after the end of the Cold War, over 30 years
after Vietnam, and well after other landmarks in Noam
Chomsky’s most famous writings and devastating critiques.

e "Responsibility of Intellectuals" — Apart from an essentially
Cartesian philosophy, Noam also follows the humanistic
footsteps of the Enlightenment thinker Wilhelm von Humboldt
who defined the institution university, and here I'm quoting
from Milan Rai’s Chomsky’s Politics, as "nothing other than the
spiritual life of those human beings who are moved by external
leisure or internal pressures toward learning and research."
Noam Chomsky’s addition is that "[t]he extent to which
existing institutional forms permit these human needs to be
satisfied provides one measure on the level of civilization that
a society has achieved." To continue with Rai, "Responsibility of
Intellectuals" is not only the title of Chomsky’s first adult
political essay, it is also "at the heart of his political writings" —
as Chomsky put it, "[ilt is the responsibility of intellectuals to
speak the truth and expose lies."

In the linguistics community it is sometimes rumoured — jokingly,
of course — that there must be many Chomskys. One Noam
Chomsky couldn’t possibly be the brilliant linguist churning out
article after article and book after book, one might say. And then
there is the political activist jetting across the globe to be heard but
also to listen, giving an enormous number of speeches and
interviews, relentlessly fighting for the underdogs and the
oppressed, of whom there are too many in this world to make it a
truly happy place.

Or think of the Noam Chomsky who replies to virtually every letter
and email sent to him. In fact, when | was a first-semester
undergraduate student at the University of Wales, | sat down one
winter night, after reading Raphael Salkie’s biographical

\
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introduction, The Chomsky Update, where the last sentence seems
to be embedded in my mind as encouraging the reader to write to
Chomsky (though after double-checking this a few days ago, |
could not find any evidence for this encouragement) and | penned
a brief letter — in my terrible handwriting, two or three pages long,
quizzing him on his thoughts on how efforts of nationalistic identity
in minority states could possibly be brought in line with an
essentially anarchist belief system. Well, less than two weeks later
| received a type-written two-page letter from one of those Noam
Chomskys whose job it must be to reply to all the fan mail.

Amazingly, it read just like anything else Chomsky writes. All these
Noam Chomskys must thus be well synchronized, so that each one
can copy his style to perfection. If one considers lastly that Noam
Chomsky, from what one hears, is also a dedicated family man and
has been so successfully for a long time, in spite of his fulfilled
academic and activist life, the ‘many-Chomskys’ hypothesis seems
hardly plausible.

| thus interpret these observations to mean that we have here with
us tonight a man dedicated to academic excellence, political
activism, relentless fighting, and, of course, life itself, within the
family and beyond. Noam Chomsky is then a wonderful testimony
to the human power that we all have, but that some of us could try
to access a little harder: each one of us can make the world a better
place. Noam has been on this path for a long time and will, I'm
sure, continue treading it. If anything, let the next 40 minutes or so
sink in and decide for yourselves which line you want to adopt.

| now give you: Noam Chomsky!

= [14]



IMMINENT CRISES:
SOCIAL, POLITICAL, ETHICAL
BY PROFESSOR NOAM CHOMSKY

I would like to say a few words about some imminent crises, and
what can be done about them: 5 crises, to be more precise. Two of
them should be at the top of everyone’s agenda of concern, because
human survival is at stake. Two others are by far at the peak of
popular concern, so polls reveal. The fifth is a crisis of the dominant
moral and intellectual culture. It is scarcely discussed at all, but 1
think it is at the root of the other four, and should be of particular
concern to people like us — people who are called "intellectuals," a
term that means that we enjoy sufficient privilege and resources to
have ample opportunities, and may choose to use these
opportunities to enter into the public arena in one or another fashion.

The two crises that literally threaten human survival are nuclear war
and environmental catastrophe. The former is extremely serious, and
extensively discussed, but primarily within narrow professional
circles. Their conclusions are dire. In the journal of the American
Academy of Arts and Sciences, prominent strategic analysts warn that
Washington’s "transformation of the military," vastly expanding
offensive capacity and militarizing space, carries "an appreciable risk
of ultimate doom" — and they call for a coalition of peace-loving states
to counter Washington’s aggressive militarism — led by China! We
have come to a pretty pass when such thoughts are expressed at the
heart of the establishment. Former defense secretary Robert
McNamara sees the likelihood of "Apocalypse soon" if these policies
are pursued. Senator Sam Nunn, a highly respected conservative who
has been in the forefront of efforts to prevent nuclear war, warns of
"an Armageddon of our own making" unless serious steps are taken
to reverse the current course. Many others agree. The threats are well
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understood, and are being consciously enhanced; the Iraq invasion is
only the most glaring example. Not of course because that outcome
is desired by the political leadership, but because survival of the
species does not rank high among their priorities; or the priorities of
the general intellectual community, judging by the attention devoted
to these matters.

Former NATO planner Michael McGwire, writing in Britain’s leading
journal of international affairs, joins others in outlining the reasons
why under current policies, "a nuclear exchange is ultimately
inevitable." Comparing the two crises that literally threaten survival,
McGwire has this to say: "By comparison with global warming, the
cost of eliminating nuclear weapons would be small. But the
catastrophic results of global nuclear war would greatly exceed those
of progressive climate change, because the effects would be
instantaneous and could not be mitigated. The irony of the situation
is that it is in our power to eliminate the threat of global nuclear war,
but climate change cannot be evaded."

He is right on both counts. Means to end the threat of nuclear war
are known, and the required steps are even a binding legal obligation,
but the only force that can compel states to undertake that obligation
is an aroused public. And though climate change cannot be evaded,
we can make its effects much worse — and perhaps catastrophic even
within the next few generations — by failing to deal with it
appropriately now.

With these pathetically inadequate observations about the very real
risk to decent survival of the species, let’s turn to the two crises that
are the peak of current concern: Iraq and Iran. The crises are severe,
and could easily escalate. There are also opportunities to mitigate
them, but they will not be pursued unless they are openly and frankly
discussed, and | think they are not — which leads to the fifth crisis,
within the intellectual and moral culture of the privileged.

It is hardly a secret that Iraq and Iran are of great concern to the West
because they are at the heart of the world’s major energy reserves,
recognized by Washington 60 years ago to be a "stupendous source
of strategic power," the "strategically most important area of the
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world," and "one of the greatest material prizes in world history."
Naturally, Washington was dedicated to control this stupendous
prize, in large part because such control provides "critical leverage"
against industrial rivals, European and Asian, in the terminology of
planners. Zbigniew Brzezinski in this case, referring to gains from a
successful occupation of Iraq, echoing thoughts of George Kennan in
the early post-World War Il years, when he recommended that
control over Middle East oil would provide the US with "veto power"
over rivals. As elsewhere, the primary threat to such control has been
indigenous nationalism, which might pursue an independent course.
For years, the pretext was that the threat was Russia, but that was a
routine reflex all over the world and rarely stands up to scrutiny. In
this case we need hardly consider it, since it has been officially
abandoned. When the Berlin Wall fell, and the Soviet pretext was no
longer useful, the Bush #1 administration released a new National
Security Strategy, explaining that everything would go on as before
but for new reasons — pretexts, to be more accurate. The huge
military system is no longer meant to contain Russia, but has to be
expanded because of the "technological sophistication of third world
powers." And the US must maintain its intervention forces aimed at
the Middle East, where "the threat to our interests ... could not be laid
at the Kremlin’s door," contrary to decades of fabrication. As is
normal, all of this passed without comment — another illustration of
the fifth crisis.

Policies towards the Eastern Mediterranean evolved within the same
framework. Planners have regarded the region as part of the system
of control of Middle East petroleum and its distribution to the
industrial world. Turkey has provided major military bases for
operations directed to the Gulf region, and is serving that purpose
right now. That is why such fury was aroused in the US government
and media when the Turkish government followed the will of 95% of
the population and refused to play its assigned role in the invasion of
Iraq — a demonstration of the sincerity of Washington’s devotion to
democracy which, as is conventional, did not sully the reverence for
the "messianic mission" declared by the leader. US intervention in
Greece in 1947 was motivated in large part by concern over "the
possible loss of the petroleum resources of the Middle East" if the

\
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revolt against the right-wing government imposed by British military
force was not crushed — | am quoting the CIA — and those concerns
persisted right through Washington’s support for the only restoration
of fascism in Europe, in 1967. Greece remained within the Near East
section of the State Department until the US-backed fascist regime
was overthrown in 1974. Cyprus was a major British military and
intelligence base, used for the overthrow of the parliamentary
government of Iran in 1953, the Suez invasion in 1956, and US-UK
military actions in response to the 1958 coup in Iraq, the first break
in their control over this stupendous source of strategic power. As
British Prime Minister Anthony Eden put it, without Cyprus, Britain
would have "no certain facilities to protect our oil," with dire
consequences at home. Our oil, which happens to be in someone
else’s country. Again the stand is routine. A few years earlier, George
Kennan had urged that "the protection of our resources" must be a
major concern, and since the main threat is indigenous, we must
realize that "the final answer might be an unpleasant one," namely,
"police repression by the local government." Kennan as you know
was at the extreme liberal humanist end of the planning spectrum,
soon removed in favor of harsher figures.

In recent years the system of military bases and regional gendarmes
has extended far more widely, particularly in the last few years, with
essentially the same goals. Crete is a major US air and military base,
used for current and perhaps imminent military attacks.

In the torrent of discussion about the problem of Iraq, the most
crucial questions, such as these, are systematically evaded. The same
was true throughout the wars in Indochina, and still is today, in
commentary and even scholarship. In the Iraq case, the issues are
much more far-reaching. Basic US war aims in Vietnam could be
achieved merely by violence. In the terminology of planners, Vietnam
was a "contagious example" of independent development that could
"infect others," leading to erosion of US domination of the region and
maybe even loss of Japan. The solution was to destroy the virus and
to "inoculate" the region by imposing brutal tyrannies. That was
effectively achieved, with extraordinary savagery that does not
register in Western intellectual culture and consciousness. But
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nothing like that is possible in Iraq. Analogies are commonly drawn
between the two cases, but only by keeping to the approved
doctrinal framework of benign intentions undermined by mistakes,
rather in the manner of the Soviet press during the invasion of
Afghanistan — another illustration of the fifth crisis.

Putting aside doctrinal blinders, what should be done in Iraq? Before
answering, we should be clear about some basic principles. The
major principle is that an invader has no rights, only responsibilities.
The first responsibility is to pay reparations. The second
responsibility is to follow the will of the victims.

The responsibility to pay reparations to Iraqis goes far beyond the
crime of aggression and its terrible aftermath. The US and Britain
have been torturing the population of Iraq for a long time. Recent
history alone — and that is far from all — includes their support for
Saddam Hussein during his worst crimes and after the end of the war
with Iran, then again after the Gulf War of 1991, when the
conquerors effectively authorized Saddam to crush the Shiite
rebellion that might have overthrown him, for reasons that were
frankly explained: the NY Times reported that there was a "strikingly
unanimous view" among the US and its allies Britain and Saudi Arabia
that "whatever the sins of the Iraqi leader, he offered the West and
the region a better hope for his country’s stability than did those who
have suffered his repression’; the term "stability" is a code word for
"following orders." An unthinkable option — then and now - is that
Iraqis should rule Iraq independently of the US. Then followed the
murderous sanctions regime imposed by the US and Britain, which
killed 100s of 1000s of people and devastated Iraqi civilian society,
strengthened the tyrant and forced the population to rely on him for
survival, and probably saved him from the fate of other vicious
tyrants, some quite comparable to Saddam, who were overthrown
from within despite strong support from the US and UK to the end of
their bloody rule. All of those actions, and much more, call for
reparations, on a massive scale, and complicity in crimes extends to
other great powers as well. But the deep moral/intellectual crisis of
Western society prevents any thought of such topics as these.

\
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The second responsibility of invaders is to obey the will of the
population. British and US polls provide sufficient evidence about
that. The most recent polls found that 87% of Iraqis want a "concrete
timeline for US withdrawal," up from 76% a year earlier. If the polls
really mean Iraqis, as the reports in the press say, that would imply
that virtually the entire population of Arab Iraq, where the US and
British army are deployed, want a firm timetable for withdrawal. 1
doubt that one would have found comparable figures in occupied
Europe under the Nazis, or Eastern Europe under Russian rule.

Bush-Blair and associates declare, however, that there can be no
timetable for withdrawal. That stand in part reflects the natural dislike
for democracy among the powerful. But rejection of the popular will
in Iraq goes far beyond that. Simply consider the policies that are
likely to be pursued by an independent and more or less democratic
Irag. Iragis may have no love for Iran, but they would doubtless
prefer friendly relations with their powerful neighbor. The Shi’ite
majority has ties to Iran and has been moving to strengthen them.
Furthermore, even limited sovereignty in Iraq has encouraged efforts
by the harshly repressed Shi’ite population right across the border in
Saudi Arabia to gain basic rights and perhaps autonomy. That is
where most of Saudi oil happens to be. Such developments might
lead to a loose Shi’ite alliance controlling the world’s major energy
resources and independent of Washington, the ultimate nightmare
for planners — except that it might get worse: the alliance might
strengthen its economic and possibly military ties with China. The US
can intimidate Europe: when Washington shakes its fist, leading
European business enterprises pull out of Iran. But China refuses to
be intimidated. They have a 4000-year history of contempt for the
barbarians. That is the basic reason for Washington’s strategic
concerns with regard to China: not that it is a military threat, but that
it poses the threat of independence, unacceptable for small countries
like Cuba or Vietnam, and certainly so for the heartland of the most
dynamic economic region in the world, the country that has just
surpassed Japan in possession of the world’s major financial reserves
and at current growth rates will match the scale of the US economy
in a decade, using the correct measures.
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In brief, some measure of sovereignty and democracy in Iraq could
easily lead to the collapse of one of the highest foreign policy
objectives of the US since World War II: control of the world’s major
energy resources. The desperate US-UK efforts to prevent authentic
sovereignty and democracy are readily understandable.

The lively debate about exit strategies means very little unless such
realities as these are confronted. They are ignored, in accord with a
leading principle of intellectual life: what Hans Morgenthau, the
founder of modern international relations theory, described as our
"conformist subservience to those in power." That sets narrow
bounds for debate. When the Russians invade Afghanistan, or
Saddam invades Kuwait, no one has any hesitation in condemning it
as criminal aggression, and attributing to them rational strategic-
economic objectives, such as access to Middle East energy resources.
When the US and UK invade Iraq, such issues are off the table. The
goals were noble, if misguided, and the term "aggression" is
unspeakable. That is common practice: Vietnam is another striking
case: even 45 years after the Kennedy administration directly and
brutally attacked South Vietnam, the word "aggression" cannot be
spoken. With the most marginal exceptions, debate is narrowly
confined to the spectrum bounded by the hawks, for whom the war
was a "noble cause" that could have been won with sufficient will,
and the doves, for whom it began with "blundering efforts to do
good" though by 1969 it had become clear "that the intervention had
been a disastrous mistake," that the US "was in a position where it
could not impose a solution except at a price too costly to itself." | am
quoting Anthony Lewis in the New York Times, at the dissident
extreme of commentary. Of some interest is the fact that in that same
year, 1969, 70% of the American population regarded the war as "not
a mistake" but "fundamentally wrong and immoral," apparently
unable to adopt the proper stance of conformist subservience to
power.

We return here to the fifth crisis. One of its salient features is
rejection of the most elementary of moral principles: the principle of
universality, which holds that we apply to ourselves the same
standards we apply to others, if not more stringent ones. Thanks to

\
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the firm rejection of that principle, it cannot be that we commit
aggression, declared at Nuremberg to be the "supreme international
crime, differing only from other war crimes in that it contains within
itself the accumulated evil of the whole" — all the evil in the tortured
land of Iraq that flowed from the US-UK invasion. But that cannot
enter into debate — unlike the Russian invasion of Afghanistan,
Saddam’s invasion of Kuwait, and other crimes of enemies, easily
characterized as criminal aggression, war crimes.

It is not that the concept of "aggression" is ill-defined. Quite the
contrary, it was defined clearly enough by US Justice Jackson, Chief
of Counsel for the Prosecution at Nuremberg, in terms that apply
unequivocally to the invasions of Vietnam and Iraq, Afghanistan and
Kuwait, and many others. Justice Jackson also eloquently affirmed the
principle of universality. In sentencing Nazi war criminals to death,
he stated that "If certain acts of violation of treaties are crimes, they
are crimes whether the United States does them or whether
Germany does them, and we are not prepared to lay down a rule of
criminal conduct against others which we would not be willing to
have invoked against us .... We must never forget that the record on
which we judge these defendants is the record on which history will
judge us tomorrow. To pass these defendants a poisoned chalice is
to put it to our own lips as well." But the moral and intellectual crisis
of the educated classes in the West places such thoughts under a
strict ban; not by law, or by state power, but by conformist
subservience to power.

Let us turn next to Iran and its nuclear programs, and consider a few
facts that should be in the forefront of debate but are scarcely to be
found. To begin, until 1979 Washington strongly supported these
programs. During those years, of course, Iran was ruled by the brutal
tyrant installed by the US-UK military coup that overthrew the Iranian
parliamentary government. Today, the standard claim is that Iran has
no need for nuclear power. Henry Kissinger explained that "For an oil
producer such as Iran, nuclear energy is a wasteful use of resources,"
so they must be developing nuclear weapons. As Secretary of State
30 years ago, Kissinger held that "introduction of nuclear power will
both- provide for the growing needs of Iran’s economy and free
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remaining oil reserves for export or conversion to petrochemicals,"
and the US acted to assist the Shah’s efforts, untroubled by his
horrendous human rights record and conquests. The most
enthusiastic advocates of an Iranian nuclear power program were
Dick Cheney and Donald Rumsfeld, joined by Paul Wolfowitz and
other top Bush administration planners. US universities were
arranging to train Iranian nuclear engineers, doubtless with
Washington’s approval, if not initiative; my own university, for
example, despite overwhelming student opposition. Today the
Cheney-Rumsfeld regime has made it clear that not even the slightest
step towards developing nuclear energy will be tolerated.

The Iranian nuclear programs, as far as is known, fall within the
country’s rights under Article IV of the Non-Proliferation Treaty,
which grants non-nuclear states the right to produce fuel for nuclear
energy. The Bush administration argues, however, that Article IV
should be strengthened, and I think that makes sense. When the NPT
came into force in 1970, there was a considerable gap between
producing fuel for energy and for nuclear weapons. But with
contemporary technology, the gap has been narrowed. However, any
such revision of Article IV would have to ensure "unimpeded access"
for nonmilitary use, in accord with the initial bargain. A reasonable
proposal was put forth by Mohammed ElBaradei, head of the
International Atomic Energy Agency: that all production and
processing of weapon-usable material be placed under international
control, accompanied, "above all, by an assurance that legitimate
would-be users could get their supplies." That should be the first
step, he proposed, towards fully implementing the 1993 UN
resolution calling for a Fissile Material Cutoff Treaty (FISSBAN),
which bans production of fissile materials by states. EIBaradei’s
proposal, regrettably, was dead in the water. The US political
leadership, surely in its current stance, would never accept an
international authority. ElBaradei’s proposal has been accepted by
only one state, to my knowledge: Iran, last February. That suggests
one way to resolve the current crisis — in fact, a far more serious
crisis: continued production of fissile materials by individual states is
likely to doom humanity to destruction. N~

\
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Washington also strenuously opposes the FISSBAN treaty, regarded
by specialists as "the most fundamental nuclear arms proposal."
Despite US opposition, in November 2004 the UN Disarmament
Committee voted in favor of a verifiable FISSBAN. The vote was 147
to 1, with 2 abstentions: Israel, which is reflexive, and Britain, which
is more interesting. The British ambassador explained that Britain
supported the treaty, but could not vote for this version, because it
"divided the international community" — divided it 147 to 1.

We gain some insight into the ranking of survival of the species
among the priorities of the leadership of the hegemonic power and
its spear-carrier. As usual, the vote was not reported, and all of this
is unknown, apart from activists and dissidents, and specialists on
arms control. More evidence about the fifth crisis.

In 2004, the European Union and Iran reached an agreement on
nuclear issues: Iran agreed to temporarily suspend its legal activities
of uranium enrichment, and the EU agreed to provide Iran with "firm
commitments on security issues." As everyone understands, the
phrase "security issues" refers to the very credible US-Israeli threats
and preparations to attack Iran. These are no small matter for a
country that has been tortured for 50 years without a break by the
global superpower, which now occupies the countries on Iran’s
borders, not to speak of the client state that is the regional
superpower, even apart from its hundreds of nuclear weapons.

Iran lived up to its side of the bargain, but the EU, under US pressure,
abandoned its commitments. Iran finally abandoned the bargain as
well. The preferred version in the West is that Iran broke the
agreement, proving that it is a serious threat to world order.

In May 2003, Iran had offered to discuss security matters with the
US, which refused, preferring to follow the same course it did with
North Korea. On taking office in January 2001, the administration
withdrew the ‘no hostile intent” condition of earlier agreements and
proceeded to issue serious threats, while also abandoning promises
to provide fuel oil and nuclear reactor. In reaction, North Korea
returned to developing nuclear weapons, the roots of another current
crisis. All predictable, and predicted.
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There are ways to mitigate and probably end these crises. The first is
to call off the threats that are virtually urging Iran (and North Korea)
to develop nuclear weapons. One of Israel’s leading military
historians, Martin van Creveld, wrote that if Iran is not developing
nuclear weapons, then they are ‘crazy," immediately after
Washington demonstrated that it will attack anyone it likes as long as
they are known to be defenseless. So the first step towards ending
the crisis would be to call off the threats that are likely to lead
potential targets to develop a deterrent — nuclear weapons or terror,
the only viable options they have.

A second step would be to join with other efforts to reintegrate Iran
into the global economy. A third step would be to join the rest of the
world in accepting the FISSBAN treaty, and to join Iran in accepting
ElBaradei’s proposal, or something similar — and I repeat that the
issue here extends far beyond Iran, and reaches the level of human
survival, quite literally. A fourth step would be to live up to Article VI
of the NPT, which obligates the nuclear states to take "good faith"
efforts to eliminate nuclear weapons, a binding legal obligation, as
the World Court determined. None of the nuclear states has lived up
to that obligation, but the US is far in the lead in violating it — again,
a very serious threat to human survival. Even steps in these directions
would mitigate the upcoming crisis with Iran. Above all, it is
important to heed the words of Mohammed ElBaradei: "There is no
military solution to this situation. It is inconceivable. The only durable
solution is a negotiated solution." And it is within reach, though not
until barriers on discussion of crucial issues are overcome.

Let us return to the principle of universality, perhaps the most
elementary of moral principles, and the foundation of any version of
just war theory that can possibly be taken seriously. Justice Jackson’s
remarks, which I cited above, are one critically important affirmation
of the principle - rejected, with virtual unanimity, in our intellectual
culture. There are other important affirmations of the principle that
suffer the same fate. One critical case has to do with the basic
problem of world order: the justification for the use of force in
international affairs. The modern regime of world order is based on
the UN Charter, which bans the threat or use of force unless
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authorized by the Security Council or in self-defense against armed
attack until the Security Council acts. The phrase "armed attack" is
conventionally interpreted in terms of Daniel Webster’s principle,
which extends it to cases where "the necessity for action is instant,
overwhelming, and leaving no choice of means, and no moment of
deliberation." Any other resort to force is a war crime, in fact the
"supreme international crime." In 2004, a High Level UN panel was
convened to consider the adequacy of these provisions in today’s
world, including leading Western figures, among others former US
National Security Adviser Brent Scowcroft and the distinguished
Australian diplomat Gareth Evans, head of the International Crisis
Group. The Panel concluded that the restrictions on the rule of force
in the Charter should be neither rewritten nor reinterpreted. Its
conclusions were reaffirmed at the UN Global Summit last
September. Neither the review panel nor the Summit granted any
new "right of intervention" to individual states or regional alliances,
whether under humanitarian or other professed grounds, nor
established any "responsibility to protect," contrary to what was
widely alleged in commentary.

The High Level Panel added that "For those impatient with
[reaffirming the Charter], the answer must be that, in a world full of
perceived potential threats, the risk to the global order and the norm
of nonintervention on which it continues to be based is simply too
great for the legality of unilateral preventive action, as distinct from
collectively endorsed action, to be accepted. Allowing one to so act
is to allow all."

In endorsing the elementary moral principle of universality, the Panel
surely had in mind prevailing intellectual opinion in the West. The
end of the last millennium must have been one of the low points in
the generally dismal history of intellectuals. In the US and Europe,
respected voices reveled in the "normative revolution" underway, as
US foreign policy had entered into a "noble phase" with a "saintly
glow." For the first time in history a state was dedicated to "principles
and values," acting from "altruism" alone. At last the "enlightened
states” would undertake their "responsibility to protect" the suffering
everywhere, led by the "idealistic New World bent on ending
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inhumanity." I am quoting only from the left-liberal end of the deluge
in the US and Europe, including the most respected voices. The
illustrations offered collapse under the slightest examination, and
during those years, the idealistic New World and its European allies
were conducting some of the most horrendous atrocities of those
ugly years, all suppressed with impressive efficiency. But none of that
matters in a disciplined intellectual culture.

Of the major crises that confront the human species, perhaps the
most severe is the crisis of the moral and intellectual culture among
elite sectors of the most powerful states. There are others who
commit worse crimes, and it is convenient to focus on them, not
those for which we are responsible and can therefore easily bring to
an end. Furthermore, Western power alone can deal constructively
with the two Middle East crises that are the current chief concern in
Western state practice and doctrine, and the two vastly more serious
crises that literally threaten human survival, imminently.
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2YNTOMO BIOIPA®IKO TOY NOAM CHOMSKY

O koBnynTtris Noam Chomsky €Aafe SibakTopikd SiTmAwpa oTn
Mwoooloyia amd To MavemoTApio Tng MevouAPaviag To 1955.
Y1p&e vTTéTPOoPOg Tou MavemioTnuiov Tov X&pPapvT amd To 1951
HEXP! TO 1955 Ko, €mreITa, €y1Ive HEAOG TOU OKAONHOTKOU TTPOoMTTIKOU
Tou lvoTiTobTou Texvoloyiag Tng Maoayovaétng (MIT). To 1961 dio-
piOTNKE TOKTIKGG KaONyNTAS 0TO THRHO X0yXpovwv Mooy Kal
IMwaocoloyiag, To otroio orjpepa ovopdideTarl Tpfpo Mwocoloyiog kol
DOidooogiag. A6 To 1966 péxpl To 1976 kaTtelxe Tnv Edpa Ferrari P.
Ward oT1ig Z0yxpoveg Mwooeg kai T MNwoooloyia kai To 1976 Siopi-
oTnKe KAONYNTAS TouL IvaTiTOoUTOUL.

Me 1o €pyo Tou, o Noam Chomsky €6eoe 10N, amré Tn dekaeTior TOU
1950, Tig B&OEI§ TNG YVWOTIKAG EMOTAUNG KAl TG oVYXpovng Bew-
piog TNG YAwoooAoyiag, KaBmg Kal T BEHEAI yIa TNV EPELVA TOL ETTI-
OTNHoVIKOU Tediou Trov €yIve eVPEwg YVwOTO wg MeveTIkr TPOpPATIKA
(generative grammar), pe Tnv e€ENIEN TNG 0TTOIOG GOX0ARONKE EVEPYAL.

Mévw atré efkool TAVETTIOTNHIOKG IGpUHATO S1EBVASG ATTEVEIPOY OTOV
Noam Chomsky Tov TiTAo Tou emiTipouv AiddkTopa. Eivar pélog Tng
Apepikavikig Akadnpiag FpappdTov kai EmiotTnpdyv, tng EOvVIKAS
Akabnpiog EmoTnpdv Twv HIMA, KaBdg Kot TTANBWpag GAAwV eTTory-
YEAHATIK®V Kol OKAONHOiK®dV oUAGYwv. ‘EAafe TOALEPIOYES TIPNTI-
Kkég diakpioeig kar £dwae SIoNAEEEIG av& TO TTOYKOOHIO Og BEHATO TTOU
agopovv o1n Twoooloyia, Tn @iAoco@ia, Tnv 10Topia TNg
Alavénong, ocAAG kai Tig AieBveig XXETEIG KOl TNV £EWTEPIKI TTOMTIKH
TV Hvwpévav MoAireidv Tng Apepikis. Eivar ovyypagpéag TToAA®Y
BiPAiwv kol ekaTovTadmwv GpBpwv kan £xouv [on ek60Bel apkeTEG Plo-
Ypopieg, Tou apovai&louvv Tn wij Kal To €pyo Tou.
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Zuvevtev&eig Tov Noam Chomsky
O& KUTPIAKEG EPPEPIdES

‘Omrwg ATav avopevopevo, n emriokepn Tov KaBNynTH Noam
Chomsky otnv Kompo €tuxe 1010iTepng mpoPoArg oe SAa Ta
péoa HadIKAG ETTIKOIVOVIOS.

ZexwpiCouv TPEIG OLVEVTEVEEIG TTOL TTOPOXWPNOE O SIAKEKPI-
HEVOG ETTIOTAHOVOS O€ 10GPIOPES epnuepides. MapaTiBevTal
OTO TTAPAPTNHA HE TNV £YKPION TwV dnpocioypd@wy, Tou
TAPAV TIG OLVEVTEVEEIS.

To MavemioTApio gvxapioTel Toug Xpvoavbo Xpuodvoou,
dnpoaioypbpo otnv epnuepida O PiAeAevbepog, Tov Paul
Oe0doVAov, apXIOLVTEKTN oTnV TePIodIK €kdoon Global
Dialogue kon Tov Mevédao XaTlnkwaoTr, GUVTEKTN OTNV £QNE-
pida Cyprus Weekly yia Tnv €uyevj TOUG XEIPOVOHIQ VO ETTITPE-
oLV TNV ETTAVAONHOOTELON TWV CLVEVTEDEEWY OE AUTOV TOV
TOpO.
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O kopuv@aiog ap@iofnTtiag diavonTig
Noap Toopoki piIda otov OIAedevBepo

Huepopnvia dnpooievong: Kupiakn, 21 Maiov 2006

Mpeofevouv TRV KOVATOUPA TOU TOAEPOVL

«AvVo wpeg diavyelagy TITAopopeiTal éva TpdogaTo PifAio, To otroio
mepIAapPavel ouvopidieg pe Tov NSap Todpoki. "Exouv KukAo@oproel
TOAG TTapdpoia PiAia, og onpeio Tou va diepwTdoal TG00 aveE&-
VTANTOG pTropel va eival évag avBpwtros. O yp&gpwv efxe T duvaTts-
TNTX YIo g 20AeTTTN oLVOHIAIG pe Tov Néoy To6poKI, Tov €TTIOTAHO-
var 0 01roiog diETpee 6X1 povo ot MNwoooloyio oAAG ko oTov Snpé-
010 KPITIKG Adyo. O GvBpwTTOg AUTGG PTTOPOVOE VO OIWTIHOEl, OTTWG
Kol T60O01 GANOI, ETTAVOATIAUOHEVOS 0T BOAIKH TOU KAPEKAG WG KaON-
ynTAS oto mepipnpo Texvoloyiké IvoTiTolTo TG MOCOXOLOETNG
(MIT). TéApnoe, Spws, va Ta B&Ael ge TNV TTAvTOdVVOPN TTPOTTOYOvSI-
OTIKI) HNXQVH, N OTrola ETTIXEIPET VO HETATPEWEI TOUG AVOPWTTOUG O
GPovAo koTrGdI. TOAPNOoE va eTIKpivel TNV KPOTIKK TTOAITIK Tev HITA,
ol oTroieg TPeafeliovv KAl £PAPPGLOLY TNV AIHGTOBAPHEVN KOUATOU-
pa Tou TOAEpoL. Ta BEpaTta aryprig ot S1eBvr| TTOMTIKH Kol 0 TTOAU-
oudnTnpévog Kivbuvog evég TTUPNVIKOL OAEBPOL HTAV OTO ETTIKEVTPO
QUTHG TNSG CLVOHIAIOG.

KoOnynTr| Todpoki, €xeTe €pBel amré Tov AiBavo kai, Yevika, Tagideve-
Te TEPa TOAD. Ti evTLUTIOOEIG €XETE ATTOKOIoEl atrd TV KOTrpo, To
vnoi To otroio Apepikavoi afiopaTovyor XapakTipi{av, oTn dekaeTio
Tou ‘60 - '70, wg «KoUPa Tng Megoyeiovy, Adyw Tng adéopeuTng TOAI-
T T
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— Efpon €665 pévo yia HepIKEG DPES KO, TIPOG TO TTAPGV, Of TIPWTES diai-
TNOTWOEIG HOL €iVal GTI EXETE EVTUTTWOIOKESG KaTanYideg! (FEAS, SI6TI
Afyn opa  Tponyouvpévwsg eixe Eeommdoel aTPoOdOKNTA OTN
Agvkwoia kaTaryida pe XaA&d)). ‘Opwg €xw diafdoel, £xw peAeTHOEI
Kol £xo yp&yel yI' auTd. XNy mepiodo Tou Makapiov, n Kompog
BewpovvTav wg €vag kivduvos. ‘Opws, avThv TN oTiypn, N Kotpog
XOPOKTNPICETON (KOl PTTOPEITE VO TO DIATTIOTWOETE A6 TNV I0TOOE-
Ada TNG apEPIKAVIKIG TTPEOPEinG) wg pia Kovavia TTou AerToupyel
OpOAG, eival avolkTr o€ ouvvepyoaoio e Ti§ HIA oAAd koi oTnv ope-
PIKAVIKN ETTIPPON.

‘ExeTe ouvavTroel ToAAoUG NYETeS d1EBVAS. Moiog ATav N o evdia-
PEPOLO TIPOOWTTIKGTNTA YIO OOG;

- ‘Exw ouvavTtioel NYéTeg, 6TMws TNV Ivtipa TkGvT TOAXIGTEPQ, TIPIV
amé pepikég Boopédeg Tov Tpdedpo TNG AopIvIKOVAG ANHOKPATIOS.
Mpiv o1mé Aiyeg pépeg Ppiokdpouvy otov Aifavo, 61Tou yvidpioa ToA-
AoUg avBpWTTOUS, OTT6 LTTOOTNPIKTEG TNG XIOPTTOAAGY HEXP! PIAoa-
HePIKAVOUG NYETES Kal TTOAAOUG GAAous. O kaBévag eival pia Siogpo-
PETIK TTPOOWTTIKOTNTO.

YUVOVTAOOTE TTOTE TOV K. MTTOUG;
- Ox1, moTé.
Ti Ba AéyaTe 0TOV K. MTTOUG, OV ATV TOPA EVATTIOV 0OG;

— Av Ba {Beda va p&Ow yia TNV apepIKavik TTOAITIKY, dev Bar pidoboa
oTOV K. MTToUG i} 6TOLG GLVOBOITTEPOVG TOV, OTOV PApOPEAVT, GTOV
NTIk Toéivi, 0AA& 0TOUG SIGHOPPWTEG TNG APEPIKAVIKIG TTOMITIKAG.
Maévtws, dev €xw Kapi& 61dBeon va Toug pIAjow. Kai, Quoikd, auTé
eivar apoifaio! (XapoyeA& pe vonpo).

‘ExeTe éva Spapa Kol aywvieoTe yI' auTd, dnAadr yiax évav k6opo
Xwpig TOAEPOLS. MATIWG, SpWG, TEAIKE, ATTOTEAEl OLTOTIIX VTG TO
PO, E0TW KI OV TTPETTEI CLUVEXWG VO ETTIOIWOKOVUE KATI TETOIO;

J
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— Agev T0 vopiCw. No SekaeTies, 0WG i alwdveg, n EbpdTn fTav n o
QIPOTOPOHPEVN TTEPIOXT] OTOV KOOHO, HE OUVEXEG TTOAEPHOUS, HOLIKES
dologovieg. XTov 170 aidva, 40% Tov TTANBUVOHOU &iye epUTTACKET O€
éva pakpoxpovio TOAepo Xwpig TeAelwpd. O o peydAog oTéyog
TOV EVPWTTAIWY NYETOV ATAV va 0AANAOOKOTWVOVTOL. MEXpl TO
1945 ovvexiotnke auTé. Kar o pévog AGyog yiax Tov 0Troio OTapGTN-
oav ol TToAepol ATav To 671 oI EvpwTraiol ouveldnToToinoav 6TI n
ETMOHEVI POP& OO €epve TNV OAOKANPWTIKY KATAOTpOo@r|. H
BavavodTnTa efxe EeTepdioel TGO TTOAD Ta OpIai, TTOL B0t CiIPGVICE
Tov k6opo. H KouAToUpa TG BavavaodTnTOG TTOU ETIKPATOVOE Qv
TOUG QIVEG 0TNV ELp®OTN, 08 oLVOLAOUGS pe TNV TeXVOAoYial TOU
TTOAEHOUL, TNV KATEOTNOE IKavI] va eE0AoBpéYel Ta TévTa. H oTpa-
TIWTIKY 10TOpiar atrodeikviel 6TI 0TnV EpdTN 0 TTéAep0g e ava-
X0ei o€ emoTApn. AuTr n eoXr] éAn&e. Aev TTpokeITal va LTTAPEEI
GAAog TTéAepog oTnv Eupdn, Nn otroia épaoe oe €va véo oTAdI0
evotroinons. Ki auté pmropei va oupPei ki aAAo0. Ag TTGpoupE TIg
HMA. Ta moAAG xpdvia otnyv loTopia Toug TTpooTaboloav va
eloBGAovv otov Kavads, ad& Tediké edpoiwdbnkav Ta olvopa
HETOED Twv dV0 Xwpwv. To 610 Ko pe To Me&IkS, TNV GAAN peddpio,
6mov ol HIMA katéktnoav 1o pioé Meiké, To omoio ovopaoav
NoTio-AuTikég MoAiTeleg. AAAG 01 TTIOAVOTNTES YI £va VEO TTOAEHO
He To Me&Ik6 eivan T@pa TTOAD TreplopioEveS. AUTG eival €va Sefypa
€IpVNS, Tov £dpaIWONKe a TN Bopeia Apepiki kail o€ GANeG TTEPIOXES
TOU KOOpoL eTriong. Mo TTap&derypa, n lamwvia dev vrépxel MOa-
voTnTa va BeAfjoel ToTE va e10BdAer oty Kiva. Apa, dev amroTteAel
OUTOTIION O TEPHATIOPGS TwV TTOAEHWV. O TTéAepol TTou die€dyovTai
TOPA eival TTOAD SIa@OPETIKO. X& AUTOVG EPTTAEKOVTOI PEYGAES
duvapeig kal avutTepdoTioTol exOpoi. AuTS aToTeAel €va eibog
TOAépoU. ‘Eva GAAo €i60g TTOAEpOL eival N EVPWTTOIK ATTOIKIOKPO-
Tia. MépTe yia TAPGOEIYHO TIG OTTEPIYPATITEG TTOAEHPIKEG CUYKPOU-
OEIG OvGl TO TTOYKOOHI0. KATToIEG OTT6 QU TEG £XOLV VO KAVOULV pE TO!
obvopa. Map’ oAfyo va odnynBolpe oe TTLPNVIKG TTOAEHO OTO
MakioTév mpIv améd dbo xpovia. Mg pTaoape péxpl ekel; ESouTiog
NS KANpovopids Tov BpeTavikol 1ptrepiodiopod. Mapd TavTa, a1ro-

\
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SeixBnke OTI €ival EPIKTEG O TEPUATIOHOG TWV TTOAEPWY, GTTwG €6l
& n eptmreipia TnG EvpdTNG.

Eiyape, pws, Tov TéAepo ot MNovykooAafio. O1 HIMA ATav viknTig
oe Svo Maykoopiovg MoAépoug, xwpig TTOAEG aTTdAEIEG, TN OTIYHN
mov n Eupadmn kaTtaoTpdpnke 0o popés. MpoPAéeTe 4TI VTS TO
OEVAPIO PTTOPET VO ETTAVOANPOET KOl IO TPITN popd;

— O méAepog otn NovykooAafia eivar pia mepimmAokn vLITEOEON.
QoT600, N agopur Yo aLVTOV Tov TTOAepo 560nke atré Tnv Evpdm.
Juykekpipéva, n leppavia avoyvapioe Tnv Kpoatia mpéwpa, Topa-
YVwpiCovTag HI ONUAVTIKA TTANOUOHIGKT PEIOPN@Ia Kal, £TO1, TTPO-
k&Aeoe TN SiGomaon Tng MNouvykooAaPIkg opooTTOVOIOS, He ATTOTE-
Aeopa Tor TTPAYHATA VA TTEPOLV TPAyIKl TpotH. YmAp&av ToAAES
e€wTePIKEG TTPWTOPOVAIEG, peTAED Twv oTroiwv Kol atd Tig HIA,
mou KaTéAn&av otov PopPapdiopsé oto Koooupotrédio, yeyovog
mrov e§uTpPeTOVOE Ta CUHPEPOvVTA Twv HIMA. AuTr] N TTpwTOfoLAICK
dev eixe va KAvel pe avBpwIoTIKA Por|Beia, dTTwg diaTeivovTav n
kuBépvnon KAivrov. To va kepdioeig évav moAepo, eival o SuTIKGS
TpoTOG va BAETeIg Tar Tp&ypoTa. O ToAepog dev TéAeiwaoe. Or HIMA
el0é€Parav o1o Ipdk kal atreilovv Tr BevelovdAa. Mg var To TOTE-
WPel kaveig; ETTropévwg urdpyel Tpodog, HEXPIS £vEg onpeiov, oTov
TEPHOTIOHS TWV TTOAEHWV.

MeTé To Tédog Tou WuxpoL MoAépou ToTebape 6T Hev Ba BpeBolpe
Eavd avTIPETWTTOI Pe TOV KIVOUVO HIOG TTUPNVIKAS KOTOoTPO@r|S. MaTi
ETTAVEPXETAI QUTOG O KIVOUVOG OTNV ETTIKAIPOTNTO;

— ZUPPWVAD PE TIG APEPIKAVIKEG YTTNPEDIEG KOl TOUG KOPLPAIOUG
OTPATNYIKOUG GVOAUTES, GTTWG 0 LTTOLPYSS ApLVAS, OTI O KiVOUVOg
yia TupnvikoUg ToAépoug avédvetal. I0wg auTAv Tn OTIYHA V&
€IVal 0 IO PeYGAOG KivOuvog amré Tnv eToxr| TnNG Kpiong pe Toug
TTUPAVAOLG OTIG APXES TNG dekaeTiog Tov ‘60. ‘Evag AGyog yia Tov
OTT0{0 CUPPWV® €TTIONG, €IVAI 1] ETOETIKI OTPATIWTIKA TTOAITIKI
™S kuBépvnong Mous. Amé pévn Tng dnpiovpyel Kivbovous.
Mmropel kGoiog va TTpoPAEper Toug TBOVOUS 0TEXOULS Kal, GPa,
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Toug KIvoUvous. H Kiva, pia ropnvikr] SOvapn mou Sev €xer ava-
TTO&el TTUPNVIKG OTTAOOTACI0, CpXilel VO TO KAVEI, ATTAVTOVTOG
OTIG OTEINEG TNG KLUBEPVNONG MTTOUG, 0TI OTPATIWTIKOTIOMON TWV
TavVTWY, HeETaED GAA®V Kai Tou SiooTApaTos. ‘OAa Paivouv 6TTwg
eiyav mpoPAe@Oei. " auTé TOpa PpickovTal GvBpwTrOl, 6TTWG O
Makvépapa, ol otrofol HIAOUY yIa «ATTOKGALY» OUVTOpG. EKTGG Ki
av oAAGEel U TH N ETTIOETIKA OTPOTIWTIKY TTONITIKA.

Mg emA€youv o1 HIMA Toug £xBpoug Toug; MNati To Ipdv eivar exBpds
Kol oTreIA €EXITIOG TNG TTUPNVIKAG TEXVOAOYIOG, evad Tr.X. TO lopanA
kol n Toupkia dev eivar oUTe £xOpAg 0UTE ATTEIAN;

- Kat’" apxds, or HIMA dev avTiTiBevTal oTnv TUpnviki TeEXvoAoyia.
‘OMa auT& TG TTPOYPAHHPOATO TTUPNVIKIAG TEXVOAOYiag £xouv LTTO-
otnpixbel amé Tig HIA, otn dekaetia Tou ‘70, oTo B0 TO
MavemoTApié pouv, To MIT. EkTraidevoape Ipavolg eTmOTHHOVES,
61611 o1 HIMA Bewpoiboav 611 To Ipdv xpei&leTal TTupnvIK TEXVOAO-
yia. O NTiK To€ivi, o PépogeAvT, o Kiooiykep édeyav 611 To Ipév
XpeldleTan rupnviki Texvoloyia. Twpa o iGlo1 GvBpwTrol Aéve 6T1 TO
IpGv dev xpeidleTar TETola TeExvoAoyia. Zrpepa oToug «Niov MNopk
T&ipg», o Papo@eAvT efre 6T1 To Ipdv avaTrTOOOE! TNV TTUPNVIKN
TEXVOAOYIQ YIO VO XTTOKTHOEI TTUPNVIKG OTTAG, 0ipol Oev XPEIGETOI
TLPNVIKA evépyela. ‘OTav pwdTnoav Tov Kioorykep, eire 6T1 evoow
ATav oOppoxol pag efyav avdykn O1ré TTUPNVIKY EVEPYEIR, TP
oL Sev eivan oOppayol pog dev €xouv TETolor avaykn. EGv vtipxe
Té€Tolo TPOPANHa pe To lopard, Ba BpiokovTav ol TPOTIOI YIa HIG
S1evBétnon. To Ip&v KaTnyoprbnke yix eYKAPATA, GTTWS yio TNV
KpA&Tnon Apepikavov opripwv. Opws, amdé T1éTe, or HIA kai n
BpeTavia diémpagav amioTELTA EYKAPATA EVAVTIOV TOU 1IpAVIKOU
Aao0. MpdTa vooThpI§av To KABEOTWS Tou Ipdv, BoTepa LTTO-
otipi§av Tov ZavTdp Xovo£lv 0T OKANPN €MOETIKA TTOMTIKY| £VOi-
vTiov Tou Ip&v. AkoAovBovoav dlaTayég Kol O HeV Kal ol Oe.
KoravonTé. ~
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Ol HIMA OEAOYN ENA IMIZTO 2YMMAXO ENTOZX THX EYPQITHZ

O1 Hvwpéveg MoAiTeleg méCovv Tnv Evpwraikr] Evwon va amrodexOel
0TOULG KGATTOUG TNG TNV Tovpkia. MNaTi, KaTé TNV Groyr] oag, o1 HIA
ETMIHEVOLY O€ QUTO TO (ATNHA;

— Idiaitepa n kuPEpvnon KAivrov efye diadpapaTioer TTOAG onpavTIKG
poAo og oxéon pe Tnv Toupkia. Aev oulnTrBnke oTn Avon, S16TI dev
oudNTGHE YIa TA 1 T EYKANPOTG HoG. AANG ATav n idia n kuPEp-
vnon KAivrov Trou fTav uredBuvn yia Ta e16eX0r] eYKAHOTO €va-
vtiov Twv Kobpdwv o1n dekaeTior Tov '90. Aekédeg xiAigdeg Kovpdol
oKoTWONKav, ToAAoi GAAo1 EeomrTdONKAY, LTTEéoTNOAV BacavioTn-
pia. H Toupkion €y1ve 0 0 pEYGAOG OXYOPAOTHG OGHEPIKAVIKWV GTTAWY
OTOV KGOHO.

Y& éva pévo xpévo, To 1997, o1 HIMA mwdAnoav otnv Toupkia epio-
06TEPA GTTAC TTOPG KB’ 6An TN didpkeiar Tov PuxpoL MoAépov. Ta
eykAjpaTa Tng Touvpkiog ATAvV TOAD XEIPOTEPA TG GUTA TTOL
KaTaAoyiCouvv oTov MIAGoeBITS KI Spwg dev avagpépovtan oTn Avor).
Evéow n Toupkia akoAouBel Tig SiaTory€g Kol PTropel var ouvexioe! va
o@aGlel pépog Tou TANBLOHOL TNG, va LTTORGAAEI AVEPWTTOLS o€
BaoavioThpia, eivar evtééel. ‘OTav ggpavioTnke n vTTéOeon TOL
Ipav To 2003, n TouPKIKA KUPEpvVNON akoAolBnoe Tn B€Anon Tou
95% Tov TANBLOHOL TNG, TPAYHX TToL £EETTANEE, KOI APVHONKE V&
epappdéoel TNV TOAITIKY Twv HIMA oTo Ipdk.

KS6Av MéoveA kal GAAOI EIMTOV OTOVG OTPATIWTIKOVG GTI dev PTTOpE-
oav va emdAovy oTnv KUBEpvNan va ammodexBei T xpnoipoTroin-
on Twv B&oewv gvavTiov Tou Ipdk. ZeTepdoTnke auTS Kol of HITA
XPNOIHOTIOI00V TIG TOUPKIKES BAEOEIG Y £vav TOAVO TTOAEPO eva-
vtiov Tou Ip&v. O1 HIMA B8éAouv Tnv Toupkia va evraxBel oTnv
EvpwTraiki ‘Evaon yia Tov 610 Adyo Trouv 8€Aovv oTnv EupadTn Kot
TOug TPWNV «SopLPSPoLGy TNG AvaToAikig EvpdTng. ‘ETol £€ar-
oBevel n dVvapn onpavTikWV KEvTpwv Tng Evpwtraikis ‘Evwong,
6Twg n eppavia kar n FaAAio. Kopia avnovxia Tov HIMA, omd Tn
dexaeTiar Tou ‘50, eivan TO evbexGpevo va Tpoxwproel N Eupwaikr
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‘Evwon og €éva ik6 Tng ave&&pTnTo dpdpo, 6TTws, Yia TTapGOeyHa,
YI& ToV EAEYXO TWV EVEPYEIOKWV TINYWDV 0T Méan AvaToAr.

I’ auTd o1 HIMA emekTeivouv kai To NATO, evTt&ooovTag oe auTo
KOl TIG OQVOTOAIKOEUPWTIAIKEG XWpeS - Sopu@dpous. ‘ETol, pe Tnv
évragn tng Touvpkiag, o HIA 8a €xouv évav mOTS GOPPOXO OTHV
Evpwraiki ‘Evaon. Auté Ta e€nyei 6Aa.

Ol EYPQIIAIOI AKOAOYOOYN AIATATEZ

MNoti n Eupwdtn akolovBel Tig Hvwpéveg MoAiTeieg o€ avuTolg TOLG
KOTOAOTPOPIKOUG TTOAEHOUG, OTTWG 0TO AQYavioTAv, oTo IpaK, Kai
TAOPA [0wg Kol 010 Ipdv; Aol n EupdTn TANpdvel ev Hépel T 0TI
Opéva, pe TNV abénon Tng TIPS 0To TTETPEAAIO.

— H Eupd 1 pofdiTar oA ebkoAa. YTT&p)el pIx TTOAD onpavTIKh Sia-
opd& peTagl Evpdtg kai Kivag. Toa Tig HMA ateidq eivon n Kiva,
evad N EupddyTn akoAouvBel Tig SiaTayés. MapTe yiax TapGderypa To
Ipév. ‘OTav o1 HIMA £6e1€av TN ypoBid Toug kai Triecav Tnv Eupdm
YI& V& oTTooUpel TIG £TTEVOVOEIG OTTO TO IpGv, o1 HEYGAEG EVPWTTON-
KéG eTaupeieg vTakovoav. H Kiva eTrévduoe ki GAAa.

MNati n Eupwdn dev amopacilel va avTidpdoel oTn 60vapn Tou
1oxvpoV; EvatrékeiTal aToug Evpwtraiovg va atravTrioouy o€ auTo
TO £pAOTNHA. Opwsg, ivar pavepd 6T 1 eVPWTTAIKT EAIT Sev eivai
TTOAD SIGQOPETIKI aTré TNV apepIkGvikn. ‘Exouv Ta idia evbiagpépo-
VTO, Kal KivpTpd Toug eival n embiwén yior kupioapXia 0Tov KGOHO.
uvepydlovTal, MOTE va S10IKOUV ToV KGOHO. YITGPXOUV OpICHEVES
OLYKpOUOEIG HETOED TOug, OTTwG Y& To Ipdk kal yia Tnv
MoAanoTivn.

O1 Apepikavoi yia TToAD Kapo dev eméTpetrav aToug MaAaioTiviovg
var £X0UV EKAOYES, KI 0 AGYOG eivan 6T 0 ApG@aT Ba TAV O VIKRTHAS.
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Ko 6ev ptropels va emTpéPpelg eAe00epeS KAOYES, eV TIPOKEITAI VO
VIKOEl «<AGO0G GTopoy. 1 aUTO Kal aTTETPEPaV TIG EKAOYEG. Aol
méBave o Naoép Ap&paT, vopioav 6Ti ptropoboav vor £X0LV TOV
«owOT6 GvBpwTo» oTnv e§ovoia. AuTé Sev méTuxe. TeAikd, o
kéopog e§€Ae€e «AGBog GvBpwTron. O1 HIMA ko To loparA amopd-
0100V VO TIHWPHOOLY TOV KOOHO YI' OUTO.

ETropévwg, n «peooiavikr] amooToAiy Twv HITA va pépouv Tn dnpo-
kpoTior Sev TrepIAapPBAvel Kol TO SIKAIWPO TWV AvOPDTTWV var ETTIAE-
YOULV TNV Nyeoia Tng apeokeiag Tous. ‘Ekavav AdBog etriAoyr, £T01 o1
HMA koai To lopafA amo@doicav va Toug Pacavioovv. H
Evpwmaik ‘Evwon €kave k&molo 66pufo yI' auTd aAA& TiTmoTa
TOPOTTEVW. Agv €YKPIVOUV QUTHV TNV TOAMITIKH, GAA& dev avTI-
Spouv.

Xpuvoavbog XpuodavOou
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Paul Theodoulou interviews
Noam Chomsky

Sunday Mail, 21st May 2006

A piercing insight into global affairs

How to convey an idea of the intellectual distinction and attainment of
Noam Chomsky, recipient in person last week of an honorary doctorate
from the University of Cyprus?

Linguistics, like mathematics, is one of those disciplines for which there
is no Nobel Prize, but if there were, Chomsky would undoubtedly be
among the Nobel laureates. He is the pre-eminent figure in his field, his
work having revolutionised the study of language and given birth to a
whole new sphere of scientific endeavour.

A Nobel, however, would be small beer compared to the accolades that
some confer on Chomsky. The philosopher John Searle has likened
Chomsky’s work to that of Freud and Keynes in importance. Another
philosopher, Gilbert Harman, has written that Chomsky “may well turn
out to be the Galileo of the science of the mind.” And yet another, Jerry
Fodor, puts him in the company of the mathematical genius and
computer-science pioneer Alan Turing as having taught us “pretty much
everything that matters about the cognitive mind that we have learned in
the last fifty years or so.”

If philosophers hail Chomsky, that is because his work in linguistics is
rich in implication for their subject, throwing suggestive new light on the
nature of mind and knowledge. His name crops up in their writings as
often as that of any other living thinker, and Chomsky participates in
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their debate as an equal, having engaged with philosophical luminaries
like Quine, Davidson, Dummett, and Putnam.

An awareness of the scale of Chomsky’s achievement in linguistics /
philosophy is undoubtedly reflected in popular tributes to his
significance, such as his topping the 2005 Prospect magazine poll as the
most important public intellectual in the world today. But such
acclamations surely owe more to Chomsky’s second major reputation,
that of a political analyst and commentator on world affairs.

Chomsky’s output in this field is prodigious. In more than 50 books
going back some four decades, he has subjected the nature and effects
of US power at home and abroad to a withering critique, typically
buttressed by an awesome number of endnotes (is there a single US
newspaper article, journal, policy paper or declassified government
document that Chomsky hasn’t read?).

Chomsky’s arrival in Cyprus, then, was definitely an event, and the
chance to interview him was not to be missed. His busy schedule
presented a small “window of opportunity” (20 minutes) to talk to him
at the Hilton Hotel in Nicosia. Opting to leave his technical work in
linguistics and philosophy to one side (discretion being the better part of
valour), | began by asking him about his new book, Failed States: The
Abuse of Power and the Assault on Democracy. | put it to him that many
readers might be surprised to hear that his prime example of a failed
state is America.

In what sense can the global hyperpower be considered a failed state?

“Well,” says Chomsky, “first | point out that the concept ‘failed state’ has
nothing to do with the strength or power of the state, which is
recognised. So, Nazi Germany and Stalinist Russia were failed states by
any rational criterion, but not because they were weak. Saddam
Hussein's state was a failed state, but probably most strong at the time
of his worst crimes.

“The concept of ‘failed state’ has many dimensions. The primary one is
that.it is a state that is either unable or unwilling to protect its own
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citizens from threats and dangers. Well, by that criterion, unfortunately,
the US ranks very high. For a long time, but particularly under the
current administration, it is following policies which consciously
increase the threat of terror, the threat of nuclear war and terminal
destruction, the threat of long-term environmental catastrophe, which
may not be very far removed, domestic problems which are imposing an
enormous ‘fiscal train-wreck’ burden on future generations, also not far
removed. These are serious threats to the population of the United
States.

“Another typical criterion of failed states is that they may have formal
democratic institutions, but they don’t function. That’s a common
property of failed states. Well, it’s increasingly true of the United States,
increasingly true of other industrial societies too, although they're a
decade or two behind the United States following the same path. And by
that I mean there’s a growing and in fact by now an enormous divide
between public opinion and public policy. In the United States it’s easily
demonstrable. It's a very free society so there’s extensive investigation
of public attitudes, public opinion on a great range of topics, and since
it is a free society, we can obtain the results of those studies, and that’s
exactly what they show. They demonstrate that the two political parties
are far to the right of the population on a host of major issues.

“This isn’t very well known, because the media simply do not report the
studies. And that’s another criterion of failed states: information is
theoretically available, but it is only in fact available if you either
undertake a personal research project, which few people have the time
or resources to do, or you're part of some kind of activist group, some
group that’s outside the formal system in which information does
circulate.”

What about the other element of his title, the assault on democracy?
From whom does the assault come?

“From concentrated power,” Chomsky answers immediately. “That
means in part state power, in part concentrated private power. And they
are closely interlinked. They have similar personnel, there’s interchange,
and so on. And the media are simply part of the system. They’re major

\
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corporations. And in fact the general intellectual community, what’s
sometimes called the ’political class’, maybe 20 per cent of the
population, of people with a high degree of privilege, education and
resources, participants in one or another form of decision-making in the
political system, the economic system, the ideological institutions, and
so on, share a certain general culture and set of attitudes which is related
largely to their institutional role. In fact, with marginal exceptions (there
are always exceptions), you don’t tend to be part of these institutions
unless you have internalised and accepted those values and positions. So
that’s where the assault comes from.”

That brought me to one of the theses most associated with Chomsky’s
name, the “manufacture of consent,” a central aspect of which is the role
of the mainstream news media in shaping public opinion in the service
of power. | ask Chomsky to what extent he believes the performance of
the US media in the run-up to the Iraq War confirmed or illustrated the
manufacture of consent.

“WEell, first, | can’t take the credit for that doctrine,” he says. “I borrowed
it from Walter Lippmann, who's the leading public intellectual of the
20th century, and incidentally a progressive, Wilsonian-Roosevelt liberal.
And his view, in his essays on democracy, was that there is what he
called 'a new art of democracy,” namely, the manufacture of consent.
And it's a good thing, he said, since what he called the "bewildered herd,’
the ’'stupid and ignorant masses,” have to be protected from making
mistakes, and therefore the ‘responsible men’ must be protected from
the ‘roar and trampling’ of the bewildered herd, and since we can’t do it
by force any more - there’s too much freedom - we have do it by control
of attitude and opinion. The public relations industry, one of its leading
founders, also a Wilson-Roosevelt liberal, Edward Bernays, his term was
‘engineering of consent’. It's the same concept: we, the 'responsible
men,” must engineer consent to the right policies, because the public
can't be left on their own. So I'm borrowing the concept. | don’t share
their values, but this is their own description of what should be done.

“With regard to the Iraq War, there was plenty of criticism, in fact
unprecedented criticism, right at the heart of the establishment. But it's
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within a narrow bound. We can compare it, for example, with the
criticism of the Russian invasion of Afghanistan, or Saddam’s invasion of
Kuwait. In that case, one hundred per cent of opinion bitterly
condemned it (correctly) as aggression, a war crime. We have no
hesitation in attributing strategic and economic motives to it: control of
Middle East oil, whatever it might be. That’s the normal way in which
you approach the aggression of enemies. Not in the case of the Iraq War.
Or the Vietnam War. Or any act committed by one’s own power-system.
There is a debate, but it’s on political-pragmatic grounds: will it succeed,
is it going to be harmful for our interests, is it extending our power
beyond what’s reasonable, should we take a more conservative
position? No questioning at all of the goals, the goals by definition are
noble. In fact, the liberal press describes it as perhaps the most noble
war in history, fought to bring about democracy and freedom. So the
questioning of motive and purpose, and the attribution of rational,
strategic-economic goals, that’s off the agenda. The only question that
remains is, can we succeed?”

I next sound Chomsky out on the bitter dispute between Iran and the
United States over Iran’s nuclear programme - purely civilian, says
Tehran, intended to produce nuclear weapons, says Washington.
President Bush has declared that in dealing with the Iranian nuclear
question “all options are on the table,” leading to much speculation that
the United States might take military action against Iran, possibly even
nuclear strikes. Jack Straw, until recently Britain’s foreign secretary, said
that a military attack on Iran would be “inconceivable,” and that the use
of nuclear weapons against it would be “nuts.” Is Straw right? | ask
Chomsky.

“I think he’s right that it’s ‘nuts’; whether it’s ‘inconceivable,” none of us
knows. I mean, there’s fairly good evidence that the Pentagon is
opposed, and that US intelligence is opposed, and there is plenty of
information leaking to the press indicating that they're strongly opposed,
that the rest of the world is opposed. [IAEA chief] Mohamed EIBaradei
made approximately the same, even stronger statements than Straw. But
it doesn’t mean it’s inconceivable. The decision is in the hands of a.ery
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small group of people - [US defence secretary] Donald Rumsfeld, [US
vice-president] Dick Cheney, two or three others - and they will decide
whether they choose to do it or not. If they do it, in my opinion, it would
be an act of desperation. They have gotten themselves into an incredible
catastrophe in Iraq, it must be one of the worst military catastrophes in
history. And they don’t see any way out. They can’t stay in, they can’t
pull out. They may just try to hit the whole system with a sledgehammer
and hope that something happens.”

Could that sledgehammer be nuclear?

“That really is almost inconceivable,” he replies. “Unless they’re out of
their minds. But, you don’t know.”

One option that doesn’t seem to be on the table for President Bush is
direct talks with Iran, which given the potentially catastrophic
consequences of a US military strike on the Islamic Republic is perhaps
a little surprising. Why does the US refuse to talk to Iran?

“Iran has offered to talk for years,” Chomsky says. “Now there’s
discussion of [Iranian president Mahmoud] Ahmadinejad’s letter [to
President Bush], whatever one thinks of it. But a proposal came during
[Mohammad] Khatami’s presidency in Iran in May 2003. And several
times since, Iran has offered to discuss all issues - nuclear, strategic,
regional, and so on. The Bush administration simply flatly refuses.

“Since 1979, the US has been dedicated to punishing Iran. In American
history, the way intellectuals and the media present the history, there’s
only one event in US-Iranian history, namely, the overthrow of the Shah
and the taking of hostages.”

As Chomsky wryly notes, this is a somewhat truncated reading of
history: “A few things happened before that, and a few things happened
after.”

Immediately after the Islamic Revolution, Chomsky says, “the United
States turned to support its friend Saddam Hussein, provided him with
chemical and other weapons to support his aggression against Iran,
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straight outright aggression supported by the United States, Britain,
Germany, Russia and others. The Reagan administration removed
Saddam from the list of states supporting terror so they could provide
him with weapons. For Iran, that was no joke. Hundreds of thousands of
people were killed, the society was devastated. The US finally entered
the war directly in 1987 to ensure that Iraq would win. Iran finally
capitulated, and then came sanctions, other measures, and they simply
have to be punished for their disobedience.”

So Iran represents unfinished business for the United States?

“It's very similar to other cases,” he says. “Why has the United States
been carrying out a virtual war against Cuba for 45 years? Actually, we
know the reasons. In a free society, we know the reasons for the terrorist
war launched by Kennedy for the economic strangulation. If you go back
to the documents of the early sixties, declassified documents, it’s
explained. It's because of what they call Cuba’s ’successful defiance’ of
US policies going back 150 years, meaning to the Monroe Doctrine,
which asserted - they couldn’t implement it at the time, Britain was too
strong - but which asserted that the goal of US policy was to control the
hemisphere. Successful defiance of that policy from 150 years ago is
simply not tolerated. And it's understandable, that’s the way
international affairs work. There are all kinds of illusions, but the truth of
the matter is that international affairs is rather like the Mafia: the
Godfather does not tolerate successful defiance.”

Time for just one more question. | ask Chomsky about what many still
regard, despite the Iraq imbroglio, as the greatest source of instability in
the Middle East, and of friction between Islam and the West. Is there any
life left in a two-state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict?

“There’s a very simple answer to that question,” he says. “For over 30
years, the United States, unilaterally, has been blocking that settlement.
There was one break in the pattern, namely, in Clinton’s last month in
office. In his final month, there were negotiations within the framework
of loose parameters that Clinton set. At Taba in Egypt, the highest-level
Israeli and Palestinian negotiators, they came fairly close to an
agreement, not fully, but close. Israel terminated the negotiations, so we
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don’t know what would have happened. They continued informally:
Track Two, it’s called. Again, high-level negotiators, but not official. That
led to the Geneva Accord, released in Geneva in December 2002, which
again is close to the long-standing international consensus. It was
rejected by Israel, ignored by the United States, and therefore simply
dismissed as ridiculous by the press. That’s the barrier.

“Right now, the United States and Israel are taking over the territory.
Jimmy Carter just had a good article about that: he’s correct. It’s called
‘convergence,” and the story you read in the press, in the New York
Times, is that Israel’s withdrawing from the West Bank. No. As Carter
pointed out correctly, they’re taking it over. They’re annexing the areas
of the West Bank that are valuable - where the water resources are, the
arable land. They're cutting through the rest of the territory with salients
that divide it into unviable cantons, separating it from East Jerusalem.
The US government is supporting it, otherwise they couldn’t do it. The
US press is describing it as a withdrawal, and praising Israel for its 'bold
decision to withdraw from the West Bank.” It's exactly the opposite.
Jimmy Carter is exactly accurate. And if that continues, then the [two-
state] solution is dead. But that’s not graven in stone. The American
population is in favour of a two-state settlement. That’s another one of
those enormous divides between public opinion and public policy.”

Paul Theodoulou,
editor of the journal Global Dialogue,
published by the Centre for World Dialogue
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Menelaos Hadjicostis interviews
Noam Chomsky

The Cyprus Weekly, 19th May 2006

Noam Chomsky: answers to Cyprus’ solution
lie within

Noam Chomsky’s appeal to Cypriots for a sincere soul-search into the
underlying reasons why reunification efforts continue to be stymied
could strike some as odd.

Against the convictions of a swath of Cyprus’s political elite, the
preeminent linguist-scholar whose political writings have vaulted him to
the status of being “one of the most important intellectuals alive” insists
that the answers lie within rather than without.

“1 think people in Cyprus should ask themselves honestly whether
they’re looking for an external excuse for their unwillingness to make the
kind of compromises that would lead to an internal reconciliation,” he
told The Cyprus Weekly in an interview.

“It's very easy everywhere to blame someone else for problems and very
often it turns out that the problems are internal.”

Chomsky, who was on the island to lecture and receive an honourary
degree from the University of Cyprus, cited Lebanon as a prime example
of a popular predisposition to project internal problems onto a nefarious
cabal of external enemies conspiring to keep the country mired in
conflict.
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“I just came from Lebanon and yes, everyone there would like to argue
that it’s the Jewish lobby, it’s the United States, it’s Syria, it’s somebody,
which is partially true, but most of the problems are internal to
Lebanon,” said Chomsky.

“That’s very easy to believe and convenient to believe and there is
usually some element of truth to it, | mean yes, great powers have their
interests but it’s just a little too convenient,” said Chomsky.

“I think it’s very important everywhere, not just Cyprus or Lebanon, but
everywhere, to ask to what extent our problems are internally generated
and can we at least ameliorate the problems by moves that we ourselves
make instead of falling back on the excuse that there are great forces out
there that we can’t deal with.”

Perhaps the avuncular Chomsky, a soft-spoken 78-year-old, overlooks
the fact that America’s regional proxy Turkey is an integral part of the
island’s internal problems and any Cypriot introspection cannot but
involve its recalcitrant neighbour to the north.

Chomsky said Cyprus has traditionally been in the crosshairs of global
powers because of its proximity to Middle Eastern energy.

But to wrest itself free from “the whims of the great powers,” Cyprus
must settle its own internal affairs to have a stronger voice under its new
persona as EU member in a tripolar world also composed of North
America and Asia.

“There has to be some form of settlement internal to Cyprus. If there
isn't, yes, Cyprus will act at the whim of great powers. If it unifies in
some reasonable fashion, accommodating the separate interests - and
there ways to proceed in that direction - then it can have more
independence,” said Chomsky.

“Remember, the Western interest in Cyprus has been because of the
Middle East...it was part of the system of control over the production
and distribution of the world’s energy. It doesn’t play quite that role
today but it’s not terribly different. It's still part of that system and what
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happens in Cyprus depends in the first place on solving its internal
problems. That has priority and with its internal problem reconciled, it
would become a functioning part of the European Union.”

Yet the vision that Chomsky holds for the future is bleak and fear-
inducing as the United States - faced with a declining economic might
and waning political influence on the global stage - tries to reassert its
control over the world’s major energy sources by playing it’s sole

"y

remaining ace-in-the-hole - a military force whose dominance “is

unprecedented in human history.”

“It has about half the world’s military expenditures. And technologically,
it’s far more advanced than any military system and it’s extending it...A
large part of the reason for the US invasion of Iraq, pretty likely is to try
to gain sufficient control over Middle East energy so that Europe will not
go an independent path. That goes way back to the early 1950s. That
was discussed among US planners. The US must have what they call
‘veto power’ over its industrial rivals. The main way to have 'veto power’
is to control the energy resources of the world,” said Chomsky.

Yet economic rivals like China aren’t intimidated, said Chomsky, as
evidenced by the Chinese president’s visit to Saudi Arabia immediately
after his trip to Washington last month.

“He went to Saudi Arabia to establish better contacts. Saudi Arabia is
China’s biggest Middle East partner. That's the core of the energy system
and that’s a slap in the face of the United States both on the part of China
and Saudi Arabia.”

But for all its military might - and to his own surprise - the United States
is failing in Iraq - a mission Chomsky labeled “a catastrophe.”

“It should have been the easiest military victory in history. It turned into
one of the world’s worst military catastrophes and right now,
Washington is in serious trouble.”

“Just think what might happen. Just imagine the prospects for an
independent Iran. Probably ally with Iran, its Shiite majority. Right across
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the border in Saudi Arabia, the population is mostly Shiite that’s been
bitterly repressed. Any success in Iraq is stimulating autonomy
pressures. That's where most of the Saudi oil is,” said Chomsky.

According to Chomsky, Washington’s recourse to arms is compelling
potential targets to react - with potentially catastrophic results.

“There’s only two forms of reaction - nobody’s going to compete with
the United States in military force - the two forms are nuclear weapons
and terror. So what the US is stimulating is nuclear proliferation and
terror. And they know it.

“In fact the assessment of US intelligence is that a "dirty bomb,” a nuclear
weapon, is virtually inevitable. People like Robert MacNamara estimate
the probability to about 50 percent in the next decade that a major
nuclear strike could happen.”

Chomsky argues that the scions of American power politics - Defence
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld and Vice-President Dick Cheney - appear
unfazed by the prospect that their stridently “forward-leaning” policy
might unleash a veritable Pandora’s box.

That's especially so as Washington threatens military action over Iran’s
controversial nuclear program.

“The Pentagon is opposed, US intelligence is opposed, Europe is
opposed, the International Atomic Energy Agency is opposed, in fact the
whole world is opposed, but we don’t know what Rumsfeld and Cheney
are thinking.

“They’re in a desperate situation. Maybe they will decide the situation is
bad enough, so they might as well hit (Iran) with a sledgehammer and
see what happens. Maybe they’ll get away with it,” said Chomsky.

That mode of thinking could bring about a long-debated ’clash of
civilisations” and Chomsky sees the two greatest exponents of that as
being none other than the world’s greatest enemies - US President
George W. Bush and al-Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden.
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“There are people in favour of a clash of civilizations. The two leading
ones are Osama bin Laden and George Bush. They are allies, pressing for
a clash of civilizations. Nobody else wants it,” said Chomsky.

In this cauldron of conflict, is the UN still relevant as a viable peace-
making forum?

Chomsky says it depends. The US public fully supports the United
Nations to take a leading role in peacemaking on a global scale with
Washington willingly subordinating itself to the world body.

However, that’s not the official view.

“The US government on the other hand, says John Bolton — he’s very
frank — says the UN does not exist. If it is an instrument of US policy,
that’s fine, otherwise it can get lost.

“The record of (US) vetoes is very illuminating. People say correctly that
Iraq didn’t live up to Security Council resolutions. Well, the strongest
way of violating UN Security Council resolutions is to veto them. That’s
the strongest possible violation.

“Since the mid 1960s, when the first US vetoes were made, the US is far
in the lead in vetoing resolutions on every issue you can think of. Britain
is second and nobody else is even close. That's the attitude toward the
UN,” said Chomsky.

Menelaos Hadjicostis
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O MpoTavng, Kabnyntis Ztavpog A. Zéviog

O Emrikoupog KabnynTrs Kleanthes K. Grohmann

O Kabnyntrig Noam Chomsky
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ZTIypiéTuTIO O TNV €KGRAWON

ZTIypiéTUTIO O TNV €KORAWON

[ 54 ]



TPITH ETHZIA AIAAEZH EIZ MNHMHN NTINOY AEBENTH

Mépog Tou Koivol Trou TTapakoAolBnaoe TN SIGAEEN péow 086G,
oTnV €0WTEPIKA ALAR Tov MaveioTpiov

ZTIypi6TuTIO O TO TEAOG TNG eKOAAWONG
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